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Dr Olesia Vashcuk
c/o Ms Alisa Sukhikh
16 Taras Shevchenko Boulevard
Kyiv 01601
inovrada@gmail.com

Dear Dr Vashcuk

Thank you for your letter of 25 June 2022, on behalf of the Young Scientists Council at the Ministry 
of Education and Science of Ukraine, to the Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP. I am 
replying on behalf of the Prime Minister.

In the letter, the Young Scientists Council appealed to the Australian Government to “recognize 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine as genocide of the Ukrainian people and to support the investigation of 
Russia’s crimes and bring the perpetrators to justice, because Russia must answer for war crimes.” 

Australia stands by Ukraine in condemning Russia's unilateral, illegal and immoral aggression 
against the people of Ukraine. The Australian Government is working with our partners to hold 
Russia accountable for its actions.

Australia strongly supports the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) investigation into the full extent 
of Russia’s war crimes. We have committed to providing two professional staff and AUD1 million 
in additional funding to support the ICC Prosecutor’s Office. Australia will also intervene at the 
International Court of Justice in support of Ukraine in its case against Russia. Additionally, we 
co-sponsored a UN Human Rights Council resolution to establish an Independent Commission of 
Inquiry into violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Ukraine.

A determination on the question of whether the crime of genocide has been committed in Ukraine 
is a matter for appropriate courts and tribunals. In this context, Australia was pleased to join the 
referral of the situation in Ukraine to the ICC for investigation. In the referral, the relevant States 
requested that the Prosecutor investigate any war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide 
alleged to have occurred in Ukraine from 21 November 2013.

I trust this information is of assistance.

Yours sincerely

Aidan Regan
Acting Director 
Ukraine Section


